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Miniature Household Appliances From Ancient China
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In ancient China, ceramic miniatures of houses, wells, toilets connected
to pig sties, hearths, and furniture—known as architectural grave
goods—were interred in tombs to accompany the deceased.

In the belief that the dead would live on in a world that was a
continuation of the earthly realm, tombs were furnished with ceramic
replicas of artifacts and milieus from the world of the living. These
included daily items that today we would call household appliances, to
allow the deceased to live comfortably and happily in the next world.
Since they were different in size and material from the actual items they
symbolized, these funerary accessories are not functional, but they are
invested with prayers for a utopian afterlife. Their rustic yet realistic
expressions are fresh and lively.

This exhibition introduces around 50 examples of grave goods from the
Han Dynasty (3rd century BC-3rd century AD) through the Ming
Dynasty (14th—17th century) from the collection of the Aichi Prefectural
Ceramic Museum, along with some from our own collection. Wells are
equipped with pulleys for drawing water buckets, fish and other food
and utensils are molded around cooking hearths, and toilets have holes
cut into them. Forms depicting a rich afterlife, including these essential
household appliances, give us a glimpse into life in ancient China as we
explore the charm of pottery invested in them.

DUASS

he Collection
ural Ceramic Museum

PPY AFTERLIFE
re Household
iances From
ient China

1 (i#D < E)
% (1~21tie)

2 (IxPEE)
(BB E b L)

#%iE (1~21H#2)

4 (IRMIESD) (fF5888) #0% (1~ 21H42)

5 (RRMFHF) 3 Q1 ~21152)

B as
=

FELI-XeZ b mEmEmoiti —|

= mem : MM (BMBMREGE TEFSER) AR 202641831 B (+) 14:00-15:30
B BREINAX 74 72 2a—JTLHRAOXAVEYE] 10 F&:30% (GEIE
2% : 1500 1 (BA) ¥ AEF 7 v b b L U RERBEERTFTE
KBHARFEREDHEMICOVWTIILHET 2 7V P ETELIEE W,
https://livingculture.lixil.com/ilm/

=2nE FgEE
= I TN S
H N
& =
70
1= JFAART
.= B e
&2 ®BIC
) -
E= B
3‘8 e
DE IIIIIII\\E % %%
E Bl mTE BEETHE
2 . 1% 4 B
A | | #HIC
*
kS S
[ [
b bl

T2
W AR REKR TEBR] £ hEEBREELY
MEAR [AZHHER] 7
[INAX 547 22— 7 L] TEES2H
B HE (RRAE - NREHES%H)
AR [ERRI LV 69
HEEREELVN 109 THVALSICIEY 2)
LV PLTIAY (BEBAEADL) [ERICILVNT S
ML BERHFHICI LVHN 155

INAXS5473a—STL  E&ESE
T479-8586 BANRATMMAT 1130 ity
TEL: 0569-34-8282 FAX: 0569-34-8283
https://livingculture.lixil.com/ilm/ Eb";’
INAXZA 72— T Ll

LIXILASEE TS
XALHER T,

CINON
ot < 8t
SR

S
i

it

_1:!%&‘1517’::7’ 2



