Earthen Floons: Stepping Inside
a Traditional Japanese Home
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Japanese homes traditionally had a rich
space, the doma, that served as a border
between exterior and interior areas. While
the doma is situated inside the house,
people entering did not have to take off
their shoes. It was a space for people to
gather, for smoke to rise, for the sound of
hands at work. It was a kind of stage.

The doma was used to welcome guests
who enter directly from the outside. But
it had many other functions as well: the
traditional tataki earthen floor was capable
of retaining heat, controlling humidity,
was fireproof, waterproof, and able to bear
heavy weight. The doma was used as a
workshop, a kitchen, and storage for tools
and produce. In recent years, the doma
is garnering renewed attention for its
versatility and flexibility, and its potential in
modern architecture is being reevaluated.

In this exhibition we hope to shed
new light on the doma, beginning with
its traditional functions: making miso,
dyeing fabric, casting metal, welcoming
guests, and more. We will also introduce
tataki earthen floors, how they are made,
the tools that are used, and the different
expressions they can manifest according
to the materials used. We will also have
a master craftsman create a polished
earthen floor that visitors can experience
with their own feet. We hope you will enjoy
exploring the fascinating depth of the
doma. Perhaps the doma you encounter
here can provide some hints for building
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